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, ABSTRACT

' £

The focus of this study was the eMa1ﬁation'ef attitud%na]'chande'

in a mu]tiéuh$uraj'§éoject. ‘Eeseﬁtially,'ﬁe People Place Multi-

cultural Cenfér, operatingmwithih a district utiiizing aqne?net
_ S

from predominant]y one-race schools in a‘variety of cu]ture] in;er-//

act1ons Some of the major objectiveslof the-Center ?nc]ude re-

duct1on of group isolation, foster1ng cultural awareness, and ~

1ncreas1ng interracial understand1ng Evaluation of\att1tude chdnge

in children was accomp11shed through the use o? dol11 play simu]atiep.

~ Results indicated.@ more positive attitude towards ethnically gifferent

f v

' A . .
children by those participating in the People Place experience.
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EVALUATING ‘ATTITUDINAL CHANGE IN A
gf‘*\% i MULTICULTURAL SETTING

Livingston Alexander, Ed.D.
Western Kentucky Yniversity
Department of Psychoiogy

- ‘ ‘ B Ric Brown,;Ed.D. )

California State University, Fresno
. . 4 ’

The principal objettive'of this paper is to detail the eva]uation'of 5
unique mglt' ture1 education project, perticu]ar]y’wfth respect to the
capacity ot}:Zit project to create a change:%n‘the"way-children of different -
cultures view each other‘ The. project is Pe3p1e Place Multiou1tura1 Ceﬁter
and it was estab11shed in Houston\\}exas, in 1973 with'a grant from the
Emergency School Ass1stance Act (ESAA) ProJect support in subsequent years
“continued to come from ESSA,. however, the local schoo] district assumed

progress1ve1y more of the operat1ng costs Prior to elaborating on the specific

features of th1s evaluation, a descr1pt1on of the project and 1ts operation will

>
’

People P]éce Mu]ticu]tura] Center consists of six elementary school class-

-

rooms wh1ch were redes1gned to s1mu1ate as closely as possible, six actual

cu]tura] sett1ngs The'cu]tures represented by these sett1ngs 1nc1ude Africa,

had

s—~Germany, India,lMexico, and the United States. These cultures are-pre-
ﬂ\strUCtton and by active involvement of the students in

the geography,attire; art; music, dance, 1jfesty1e, language, food, games and

3

crafts of the people in those cultures. .
| A -

a ' - ~ - ,;};



Each cultural settfng at People Piace provides a competent instructor
who is either a native of the‘cuiture he is representing or a descendant
from the culture who has done extensiVe research in that area. The instructor,
’ | \ atti;ed in native dness, introduces the students-toithe-cu1tura1\setting
+ where they hear music, play games, sample foods, try on‘clothes, and see
~currency, art, maps, f1ags, artifacts, and‘rep]icas of homes, all native to
* the cuiture they are visiting. Students also view mode]s of: f1n1shed
craftwork and, under the direction of the 1nstructor, 1earn how to. md@e the1r
‘; own craft. In-the setting representing the United States,,ch11dren meet
at the beginning and at the end to get acquainted and,share experiences.

Since its inception, People Place .has served equa1 numbers of black,
\Mexican-American,~and white stddents.. For this reason, épe Houston school
district has.ﬁnc1udedvix’as an Alternative Cluster Centér in its Magnet
'School Plan. Magnet school programs represent‘the district's current deseg-
- | regat1on p]an and\was recent]y approved by the federal courts as a subst1tute

for the pa1red schoo] plan. Forty-eight spec1a11y des1gned magnet schoo]
T
programs reach approximately 65, 000 students of different ethnic backgrounds
Within this context, then, People Place Multicultural Center attempts to
provide many of these students with\expeniences'designed to increasevmutual
.respéct and promote interracial understanding |
The objectives which became the focal p01nt of th1s eva]uat1on were "_
that the People P]ate experience wou]d. 1. Reduce rac1a1 ‘isolation, and 2.
» Foster cu1tura1 areness and promote interracial acceptance So, essent1a11y,‘
S . following a visit to People Place MulticulturaCenter, a ch11d ghould exper-
‘. ience.a change in attitude-towards chi]dgenwnho are racially or.culturally
different. 3 L ' f . | -
" "The problem 6$'eva1uatibn of such a change is centered in the general

o |




problem of evaluating attitudinal change, and, the more specific p(oblem of
evaluating attitudinal change in young children. Research by Piaget (1951),

| Mussen(1960), and Walls (1973) delineates at least four potential distractors

involved in the measuring of attitudes in young chi]dren: d ‘
= . 1. A narrow experience .range exists, thereby cennecting idiosyncratic
meanings to certain phenomena. _
,_\\d/) v | 2.’ The cohcrete or1ented child ‘may have difficulty with the abstractions
o 4

Tz

of attitude format1on.

3. The distinctions between nea]jty and fantasy are not c]earTy

gy ; 7 o~
" established. . 5 . T
4. Language and expression skit}s are just beginning to develop.
" Acknowledging the difficulties assoeiatee nith measuringfihi1qren's
N attitudes, Erikson'(1958), §eans (1947), aﬁdAWa11s 1973) found Nt beneficial

to make use of the third mentionedtdist\q’ctor as a framework for developing

a vehicle for assessment All used do11 play act1v1t1es and f;Lnd them to be

3 \
;a viable prOJect1ve techn1que in the study of attitudes in young children.-
. v A
(/<\ The rationale beh1nd the use of do]] p]ay a$t1v1t1es is that the distinctions ©
\Between rea11ty and fantasy are not c]ear]y estagiashed\;ngybung ch11dren, there- -

K hg*f' |

( fore,,what they- do “wi th do]]s represents the rea11ty of the world as they

perte1ve it. Over the years, the use of doll p]ay in the assessment of atti-

i \4

S hag proven to be one of the more re11ab1e indices of ch11dren s atti-

ty

[}

tu r_} For these ;reasons;, a do11 p]ay methodo]ogy was se]ected for assess:/ {

=

)
>
o gl)}' ing att1tud1na1 change in ch11dren as a result of the Peop]e Place experience.

4 .
s N /
Samp]bs and Procedures

e\;§,7 e Twg hundred and seéventy black, ‘Mexican-American, and white students, S
v ‘\ . ce . . . .
R 'Kf / -3- ,€> : . . ~
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grades 2 through 6, were randomly selected to visit People Place Multi-
cultural Center. Additional'groups of students, proportionate with respect
to ethnicity and grade level, attended school functionsfdf similar length to the ‘
People Place visit, but containing no tn]tnraily related information or
' experiences. Ther% were 90 such additjona]'students and these nade up the-
control group. The total sample; then, consisted of 360 students; S
Prior to and fo]]dwing their respective ekperiences the attitudes_of‘
all the stndents toward racia]]yfdifferent chi]dren were assessed using a -
do11 play proximity measure. Th1s measure cons1sted of three do]]s approx1-‘ J

mate]y six inches in he1ght, one do1] represented a bﬂack ch1]d one.a

.Mexican-American child, and, another a white child. T e}actual phys1ca1

"4 co]or of the dol1 was a kéy discriminq’br o) specia1 measures were taken to
T

.ensure that the students were ab]e to d1scr1m1nate\$£e cultura] group repre- : ﬁf;h
- )~ ,-‘“ :
. sented by each dol11 before adm1n1strat1on of the mea ﬁe m' o v‘hv‘ o
b f‘\) . . - . i

Upon arr1va1 at Peop]e P]ace, each student*td:be:gshessed was . tﬁken to § .
separate room and asked to art1c1pate in a spec1a1 game* The first step
1nvo]ved_fam1]1a izing the nt w1th the ddl]s and a mocg.ciassroom, f’ i

stude
! e *‘,3 @ Q
proportionate in s1ze to the do s, wh1ch had been bu11t Fdrmth1s éva]uat1on

N

o

" The student was then to]d to 1magine that one of theqdolls represented h1mse1ﬁ ot
He was asked to pick up th1s doT1 ind p]ace 1t somewheré\1n the (mock) c]assroom.

/ He was told that. he_was to wa1t in th1s classroom until the People P]ace tea-

[N

' // cher arrived; however; the other two children (dol]s) had to wa1t in th1s &_//

\

classroom aTso, and he was d1rected to pick these up and place them some—
SO )

where in the classroom to wait for the teacher with him. Each student/was g1venn
. ] ) . » * . ) W .
. 'théJliperty to p]gce them:anywhere he wished #n. the classroom. ‘The precise
X p p , ,

location®of each dol1-was marked on a sheet. of paper which had bee%/plaqed .

-4- ' : .
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I - . \
on the floor of the mock classroom. The total distance betieen the.do11s
became the pretest score for the, child. |
The same procedure was repeated for each student f0110w1ng e1ther the
People Place experience or the neutra1‘sch001 function. However, the- {
‘Students were told they had to wadt-for the bus driver to take them back to |
school rather than wait for the teacher in the mock classroom. The Tocation '
\ of p]acement of the do]]s Jas marked on a secdnd piece of paper:- The tota1:
%Qﬁiiﬁﬁﬂs’ distance between the dolls served here as a- post test score.
E In th1s /study, prox1m1ty was the dependent ‘variabTe. 0perationa11y,r T
proximiy was defined as a measure of overal] distance between theddq]] be-
fore and after the Peop]e Place experience or the neutral schdoj function.
| The difference between the pretest nroximity score and the post test prdxi—
f“>y///’ﬁhty score constituted a measure of the change in proximity. 'It was hypo-
- thesdied that the students whd received the People Place experience would
p]ace the dolls significant]y closer together in the phst test measure kand
therefore have a greater; positive change scqre)‘than would the students in
the control group. Confirmation of theshypothesis.wou1d mean that the Peop]e
Place experience had the eapacity to bring about grehter interraéia1'deceptancet
The,va1idat%on process used for the instrumentation of this evaluation
fo]]oWed procedures developed by the Center for the §tudy of Evalyation and
- the Early Ch11dhood Research Center at the Un1vers1ty of California, Los )
| Angeles. The1r system, using the acronym, MEAN, ref]ects foqr areas that - ﬁkx

demand attent1on.for effective 1nstrumentat1on: : l I

Measurement Valididty

A
The maJor concern here was the ability of the 1nstrument to measure
the spec1f1c changes in attitude which it was 1ntended to measure. Follow-up \\y_

-5-
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1nterviews of the stydents used in field test1ng revea]ed that their place-
ment of the do]]s in various positions re]at1ve to each. other reflected
their degree of acceptance of the other cultures. \

Exam1nee Agpropr1ateness

: /
i
One of.the most difficult tasks with younge§ children is finding appro-

pr1ate st1mu11, content, and instructions for the 1nstrumentat1on process
" Consideration must bghg1ven to test format, timing, and quality of illustra-
“- tions.. The doll play proximity measure was carefu11y field tested on a
‘samp1e similar to }he actuaT subjects.to determiﬁe‘ﬁength ot time required, ease
| of understand1ng, and quality of the play. The quality issue ‘was Crucia]
because it was essent1a1 that the examinee identify cu]tura]]y and/or
rac1a11y w1th one of the. do]]s Indeed, field testing revea]ed that a
few minutes for each child to handle ‘the dolls a11owed a sufficient degfee
of identification. The procedure, for most of the students, was found to )
be quite interesting and certainly Sppropriete for the age levels involved.

Administrative Usability

Usébi]ity hefe refers to ease and appropfiateness'of administration
and scoring. During field testing of the People P1ace'instrument5 all admin-

A\

' (Zi:ratorsureceivedbenough‘practice to ‘establish a'stanoard set of procedures
to\EIiminate éﬁy conditions'that would create discomfort for the student.
Scoring cons1sted of observat1on of do11 placement by the student, 1dent1-
fying. the doll se]ected as himself, placing a mark on the removab]e sheet of
paper at the base of the mock c]assroom to correspond to his placementvof

the dolls, aﬁd measur1ng the total d1stance between the marks.

Norma] Techn1c£1 Excellence

/

Cons1stency of the procedures and accuracy of scoring were given a great

-6-
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deal of attention in the instrumentdation. Qf particular importance was the
reliability,wttﬁ whjch the chi]dfen were able to fdentjfy their own culture
‘or race.l.buring ffe]d testing, the dolls underwent a vqtiety of changes
"which reflected- the initial inability of the students to differentiate the

cu]tures consistent]y- With the final doll figures the studentscons1stent1y

’1dent1f1ed the1r own cu]ture, ay well as the other two.-

‘t

Design

Three independent variables, type of instructional experience, grade
A

]evel; and cu]turé] group membership, were arranged in a 5 'x 3 x 2 factorial

-
N

R .design The f1rst var1ab1e grade level, cons1sted of five ]evels second,
| third, fourth fifth. and siXth grade students. The second variable, cultural
group membersh1p, cons1sted of three -levels: black students,_Mexican-Americaﬁ
* studerits, and white students. The thfrd variable consisted df thé-People |
Place experience and the neutral schoo]vfunction A three- factor ana]ys1s
_of variance design was used to ana]yze the data (unequal n s)
Resu]ts_ ,
}he.analysﬁs of varianee whieh is presented in Table 1 reveals significant
effects for type of'instructiona] experience (F = 47.83, ef =1, pll 05) '
‘ethnicity (F = 3.66; df = 2; p&.05), and grade level (F & 2. 64; df = 4, pl.. 05).
So, the scores of those.students who part1c1pated in the People Place experience
were significant]y diffetent from the scotes~of the students participatihg in
the neutral school fuﬁctiqn. On tte everege,'these students placed the.dolls
eight centimeters closer to eaeh other in the post test (gfeater positive fh

change score), while the control gioup students placed the doll only .59 of

. ,v e
a centimeter closer in the post test. = 7

=




.f.?
} h
/ )
“
TABLE 1
4
\\ + "Analysis of Variance Summary Table
Source c sS - DF MS F
.:‘y\ » '

Ethnicity 732.38 2 366.91 3.66*
Grade ©© -+ 105649 4 26413 .. 2.64%
Instructional _ ,

Experience 4784.87 1 4784.87 4 47.83*
Ethnicity ' o :
by Grade © 680.78 8~  85.04 v .85
_ Ethnicity , ' . .
by Instruftion 38.91 2 19.46 .19,
Grade by 'Instruction | 1478.66 4 369.66  3.69*
Ethnicity -

¢ “Grade by Instruction 1020.96 - - 8 127.60 1.27
Within 33011.39 330 100.04

,*p<<.05

(.
- ﬁ\\
-8-




Discuseion |
. The purpqee of this studi'nas to determine if fnvolving e]ementarx\

school students in multicultural instruction would affect their attitudes ®
towards children from other cu]tures It was hypothesized that students
who part1c1pated in the Peop]e Place exper1ence wou]d have a greater posi-
tive change score onfthg do]] play 1nstrument than ‘would students who part1c1—
)pated in a neutral school funct1QQ: Emp1r1ca1 eva]uat1on of this hypothes1s
confirmed the expectancy that stndents participating at Peop]e P]ace would
experience J favorable change in‘their attitudes tdward’chﬁjdren of other
cul tures. ‘

The basis for infeﬂring that change has occurred in the'attitudes of
the students derives-from the n;eviously discussed notien that children have -
a tendency t&’regard fanta;y and: reality. as synonymous. So if, in dinected
p]ay,'they position the dolls at a particu]ar @ietance~from one another, it
is assumed that there is a reason for doing this, Since they are fully
con;cious ef”the fact that each dol11 represents a/different chi]d from a -~
particular cu]tnre, it is assumed that placing the dolls at specific distances
frdm each other indﬁcates their degree of acceptance. of chiidren(from these
other cultures. The fact that the change scores of students who part1c1pated
in the People Place experience were s1gn1f1cant1y greater than the change scores
of s1m1]ar students who did not‘have this experience appears. to be an 1hd1cat10nh
that the People Place experience was respons1b1e for this change. i

There are many speé/f1c aspects of the Peop]e Place exper1ence wh1ch may
be crucial in creatjng the positive change -in attitudes. However, it is not

cpmp]eteiy%c]ear which ones are more crucial. Children who visit People Place

"become aware,.very vividly, of the fact that children of all culgures eat,
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in children was accomp11shed through the use o? qo11-p1ay simu]atiep.
‘ ﬁesu]ts iedicated\g more positive attitude towards_ethnica11y gifferent

: A v .
children by those participating in the People Place experience.
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EVALUATING ATTITUDINAL CHANGE IN A
gf‘*\% i MULTICULTURAL SETTING

Livingston Alexander, Ed.D.
Western Kentucky University
Department of Psycho: ogy

g - S ™ Ric Brown, £Ed.D.

California State University, F}esno
B R

The principal objettive of this paper is to detail the eva]uation'of a
unique mgltjszjtuhé1 education pfojects Particu1ar1y’with resoect to the

capacity of that project to create a change:%n‘the"way-children of different -
cultures view each other. The. project is Pe&b]e Place Mu1ticu1tura1 Ceﬁter

N ¥
and it was estab11shed in Houston, Texas, in 1973 with'a grant from the

X Emergeqty‘School Ass1stance Act (ESAA). ProJect support in subsequent years

" continued to come from ESSA,. however, the locq1 school district assumed

‘_Chin >~Germany, India, Mexico, and the United States. These cultures are-pre-

1

,pe provmded.\

progress1ve1y more of the operat1ng costs Prior to elaborating on the specific

features of th1s evaluation, a descr1pt1on of the project and 1ts operation will

>
’

People Pxece Multicultural Center consists of six elementary school class-

-

fooms which were redesigned toﬂsimu1ate, as c]ose1y'a§ possible, six actual

cultural settings. The ‘cultures represented by these settings inc]ude Africa,

¢

'\\trUCtton and by active ihvo]vement of the students in

the geography,att1re, art, music, dance, 11festy1e, 1anguage food, games and

3

crafts of the peop]e in those cu]tures )
. ) -

a ' - ~ - ,;};
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Each cultural settfng at People Piace provides a cqmpetent instructor
who is either a native of the‘cuiture he is representing or a descendant
from the culture who has done extensiVe research in that area. The instructor,
! | \ efpi;ed in native dneés, introduces the students-tofthe-éh]tural\setting
+ where they hear music, play games, sample foods, try on‘clothes, and see
~eurrency, art, maps, f1ags, artifacts, and‘rep]icas of homes, all native to
* the cuiture they are visiting. Students also view mode]s of: f1n1shed
craftwork and, under the direction of the 1nstructor, 1earn how to. md@e the1r
‘; own craft. In-the set¢1ng representing the United States,,ch11dren meet
at the beginning and at the end to get acquainted and,share experiences.
Since its inception, People Place .has served equal ndmbers of b]qck,
\Mexican-American,~9nd white stddents.. For this reaePn,,épe Hous ton school
district has.ﬁncludedvix’as an Alternative Cluster Centér in its Magne£
'School Plan. Magnet school programs represe&t‘fhe districi's currenf deseg-
- | regat1on p]an and\was recent]y approved by the federal courts as a §ubst1tute
for the pa1red schoo] plan. Forty-eight spec1a11y des1gned magnet schoo]
T
programs reach approximately 65, 000 students of different ethnic backgrounds
Within this context, then, People Place Multicultural Center attempts to

-

provide many of these students with\experienceg'designed to increase mutual
1 : : '

-respéct and promote interracial understanding.
The objectives which became the focal p01nt of th1s eva]uat1on were "_
that the People P!ate experience would: 1. Reduce rac1a1 ‘isolation, and 2.
» Foster cu]fura] areness and promote interracial acceptance. So, essent1a11y,‘
Y © following a visit to People Place Multicultura¥Center, a chiidbqhould'enper—
‘. ience.a change in attitude-towards chi]dgenwnho are racially or.culturally
different. 3 L ' f . | -
" "The problem 6$'eva1uatibn of such a change i@ centered in the general

-~ . . . v\ . ‘ —2-
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problem of evaluating attitudinal change, and, the more specific p(oblem of
evaluating attitudinal change in young children. Research by Piaget (1951),

| Mussen(1960), and Walls (1973) delineates at least four potential distractors

involved in the measuring of attitudes in young chi]dren: d ‘
= . 1. A narrow experience .range exists, thereby cennecting idiosyncratic
meanings to certain phenomena. _
,_~\~/) v | 2.“ The cohcrete or1ented child ‘may have difficulty with the abstractions
% - A ~

of attitude format1on.

3. The distinctions between nea]jty and fantasy are not c]earTy

Wy ; 7 R
" established. . 5 . T
4. Language and expression skit}s ate just beginning to deve]ép.
" Acknowledging the difficulties assoeiatee nith measuringfihi1qren's
N attitudes, Erikson'(1958), §eans (1947), aﬁdAWa11s 1973) found Nt beneficial

to make use of the third mentionedtdist\q’ctor as a framework for developing

a vehicle for assessment All used do11 play act1v1t1es and f;Lnd them to be

3 \
;a viable prOJect1ve techn1que in the study of attitudes in young children.-
. v A
(/<\ The rationale beh1nd the use of do]] p]ay a$t1v1t1es is that the distinctions ©
\hetween rea11ty and fantasy are not c]ear]y estagiashed\;ngybung ch11dren, there- -

> %\W |

( fore,,what they- do “wi th do]]s represents the rea11ty of the world as they

perte1ve it. Over the years, the use of doll p]ay in the assessment of atti-

i \4

tq' S hag proven to be one of the more re11ab1e indices of ch11dren s atti-

[}

tu r_} For these ;reasons;, a do11 p]ay methodo]ogy was se]ected for assess:/ {

=

)
>
o gl)}' ing att1tud1na1 change in ch11dren as a result of the Peop]e Place experience.

4 .
s N /
Samp]bs and Procedures

- e Two hundred and seventy black, Mexican-American, and white students,
l | RN ' -
t \f - : ) % -3 (X"
5 o . : / \\ * . l
< « ,' i
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grades 2 through 6, were randomly selected to visit People Place Multi-
cultural Center. Additional'groups of students, proportionate with respect
to ethnicity and grade level, attended school functionsfdf similar length to the
People Place visit, but containing no tdltdraily related information ot
' experiences. Theg% were 90 such additjoha]'students and these hade up the.
control group. The total sample; theh, consisted of 360 ;tudents; S
Prior to and fo]]dwing their respective ekperiencee the attitudes_of‘
all the stddents toward racia]]yfdifferent chi]d}eniwere assessed using a -
do11 play proximity measure. This measure consisted’of three do]]s approxi-‘ J
mate]y six inches in height;'one~d01] rehhesented a bﬂack ehf]d, oneda
-Mexican-American child, and another a white child. Thgfacthal physicaf

" co]or of the dol1 was a kéy discriminq’br so specia1 measures were taken to
T

.ensure that the students were ab]e to d1scr1m1nate\$£e cultura] group repre- : ﬁf;h

. )~ ;._/ .
. sented by each do11 before adm1n1strat1on of the mea ﬁe m' T v‘hv‘ o
5 w7 ’ ‘- "

Upon arr1va1 at Peop]e P]ace, each student*td:bezgghessed was . tﬁken to a L3

- - :
separate room and asked to art1c1pate in a spec1a1 game* The first step L
1nvo]ved_fam1]1a izing the §jﬂd§gt w1th the ddl]s and a mocg.ciassroom, f» s
! e Al A R
proportionate in s1ze to the do s, wh1ch had been bu11t Fdrwth1s éva]uat1on

N

" The student was then to]d to 1magige that one of theqdolls represented h1mse1ﬁ ot

o

He was asked to pick up th1s doT1 gnd p]ace 1t somewheré\1n the (mock) c]assroom.

/ He was told that_ he_was to wait in this classroom until the People P]ace tea- _

' // cher arrived; however, the other two children (dol]s) had to wa1t in th1s &_//
classroom aTso, and he was d1rected to- p1ck these up and place them some— \
D)

where in the classroom to wait for the teacher with him. Each studentfwas given%
. v : _ , L : ' . :
. 'théJliperty to p]gce them-anywhere he wished #n. the classroom. The precise

¢ J‘/ ’ -
location of each doll-was marked on a sheet.of paper which had bee%/plaqed -

-4- ' : .
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I - . \
on the floor of the mock classroom. The total distance betieen the.do1ls
became the pretest score for the, child. |
The same procedure was repeated for each student fol]ow1ng e1ther the
People Place experience or the neutra]\schoo] function. However, the- {
‘Students were told they had to wadt-for the bus driver to take them back to |
school rather than wait for the teacher in the mock classroom. The Tocation
\ of p]acement of the do]]s Jas marked on a second piece of paper. - The tota].
j;*%ﬁﬂ” distance between the dolls served here as a- post test score.
E In th1s /study, prox1m1ty was the dependent ‘variabTe. 0perationa11y,r T
proximiy was defined as a measure of overal] distance between theddo]] be-
fore and after the Peop]e Place experience or the neutral schooj function.
| The difference between the pretest proximity score and the post test proxi—
'q>y///’ﬁhty score constituted a measure of the change in proximity. 'It was hypo-
- thesdied that the students who received the People Place experience would
p]ace the dolls significant]y closer together in the post test measure kand
therefore have a greater, positive change score) than would the students in
the control group. Conf1rmat1on of the hypothes1s.wou1d mean that the Peop]e
Place experience had the capacity to bring about greater interracia1'acceptancet
The,va1idat%on process used for the instrumentation of this evaluation
fo]]oWed procedures developed by the Center for the §tudy of Evalyation and
- the Early Ch11dhood Research Center at the Un1vers1ty of California, Los
Angeles. The1r system, using the acronym, MEAN, ref]ects foqr areas that - vkx

demand attent1on.for effective 1nstrumentat1on: : l I

Measurement Va]ididti

A
The maJor concern here was the ability of the 1nstrument to measure
the spec1f1c changes in attitude which it was 1ntended to measure. Follow-up \\y_

-5-
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1nterviews of the stydents used in field test1ng revea]ed that their place-
ment of the do]]s in various positions re]at1ve to each other reflected
their degree of acceptance of the other cultures. |

Examinee Agpropriateness

/
i
One of.the most difficult tasks with younge§ children is finding appro-

pr1ate stimu11, content, and instructions for the 1nstrumentat1on process
" Consideration must bghg1ven to test format, timing, and quality of illustra-
“- tions.. The doll play proximity measure was carefu11y field tested on a
.samp1e similar to }he actual subjects.to determine Tength of time required, ease
| of understand1ng, and quality of the play. The quality issue ‘was Crucia]
because it was essent1a1 that the examinee identify cu]tura]]y and/or
rac1a11y w1th one of the. do]]s Indeed, field testing revea]ed that a
few minutes for each child to handle ‘the dolls a11owed a sufficient degfee
of identification. The procedure, for most of the students, was found to )
be quite interesting and certainly Sppropriete for the age levels involved.

Administrative Usabi]ity

Usébi]ity hefe refers to ease and appropfiateness'of administration
and scoring. During field testing of the People P1ace'1nstrument5 all admin-

A\

' (Zi:ratorsureceivedbenough‘practice to ‘establish a'stanoard set of procedures
to\EIiminate éﬁy conditions'that would create discomfort for the student.
Scoring cons1sted of observat1on of do11 placement by the student, 1dent1-

fying. the doll se]ected as himself, placing a mark on the removab]e sheet of

paper at the base of the mock c]assroom to correspond to his placementvof

the dolls, aﬁd measur1ng the total d1stance between the marks.

Norma] Techn1c£1 Excellence

/

Cons1stency of the procedures and accuracy of scoring were given a great

-6=
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deal of attention in the instrumentation. of particu]ar importance was the
reliability with which the children were able to 1dent1fy their own culture
‘or race. During f1e1d testing, the dolls underwent a vqriety of changes
"which reflected- the initial inability of the students to differentiate the

cu]tures consistent]y- With the final dol1 figures the studentscons1stent1y

’1dent1f1ed their own cu]ture, ay well as the other two.-

‘i

De51gn

Three independent variables, type of instructional experience, grade
A

1eue1; and cu]tural group membership, were arranged in a 5'x 3 x 2 factorial

-
N

R .design The first variable grade level, cons1sted of five 1eve1s second,
| third, fourth fifth and siXth grade students. The second variable, cultural
group membership, cons1sted of three-]eve]s: black students,_Mexican-Americaﬁ
s students, and white students. The third variable consisted of thé-People |
U Place experience and the neutral schoo]‘function A three- factor ana]ys1s
_of variance design was used to ana]yze the data (unequal n s)
Resu]ts_ ,
ihe.analysis of variance which is presented in Table 1 reveals significant
effects for type of'instructiona] experience (F = 47.83, df =1, plL:OS), '
‘ethnicity (F = 3.66; df = 2; p&.05), and grade 1evei (F% 2.64; df = 4, p¢1.05).'
So, the scores of those.students who participated in the People Place experience
were significantly different from,the scores~of the students participating in
the neutral school function. On the average, these students placed the dolls
eight centimeters closer to each other in the post test (greater positive fh
change score), while the control.group students placed the do11 only .59 of

. ,v' e
a centimeter closer in the post test. = 7

=
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“
TABLE 1
4
: \\ + “Analysis of Variance Summary Table
Source c sS - DF MS F
.:‘y\ » '

"Ethnicity 732.38 2 366.91 3.66*
Grade - 105649 g 264.13 .. 2.64%
Instructional _ ' , -

Experience 4784.87 o] 4784.87 4 47.83*
Ethnicity : - ,
by Grade © 680.78 8~  85.04 v .85
_ Ethnicity , | . .
by Instruftion 38.91 2 19.46 .19,
Grade by 'Instruction | 1478.66 4 369.66  3.69*
Ethnicity -

¢ “Grade by Instruction 1020.96 - - 8 127.60 1.27
Within 33011.39 330 100.04

,*p<<.05

LN
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Discusaion |
. The purpqae of this studi'nas to determine if fnvolving e]ementarx\

school students in mu]ti:u]tura] inétrnction would affect their attitudes o
towards children from other cu]tures It was hypothes1zed that students
who part1c1pated in the Peop]e Place exper1ence wou]d have a greater posi-
tive change score onfthg do]] play 1nstrument than ‘would students who part1c1—
)pated in a neutral school funct1QQ: Emp1r1ca1 eva]uat1on of this hypothes1s
confirmed the expectancy that stndents participating at Peop]e P]ace would
experience J favorable change in‘their attitudes tdward’chﬁjdren of other
cul tures. ‘

The basis for infEHring that change has occurred in the'attitudas of
the students derives-from the n;eviously discussed notihn that children have -
a tendency t&’regard fanta;y and: reality. as synonymous. So if, in dinécted
p]ay,'they position the dolls at a particu]ar @iatance~from one another, it
is assumed that there is a reason for doing this, Since they are fully
con;cious hf”the fact that each dol11 represents a/differént chi]d from a -~
particular cu]tnre, it is assumed that placing the dolls at specific distances
frdm each other indﬁcates their degree of acceptance. of chiidren(from these
other cultures. The fact that the change scores of students who part1c1pated
in the People Place experience were s1gn1f1cant1y greater than the change scores
of s1m1]ar students who did not‘have this experience appears. to be an 1hd1cat10nh
that the People Place experience was respons1b1e for this change.

There are many speé/f1c aspects of the Peop]e Place exper1ence wh1ch may
be crucial in creatjng the positive change -in attitudes. However, it is not

cpmp]eteiyﬁc]ear which ones are more crucial. Children who visit People Place

"become aware,.very vividly, of the fact that children of all culgures eat,



. A
s e oz - t, o
'",f_ . s1ng, dance; p]ay games, and'have s1m11ar schoo] Tives. Mover and Engebrecht .

’ (1q77 state tha; suCh\an emphas1s on s1m11ar1t1es across¢§u1tures is a neces-'\

2
sary component 1n mu1t1cu1tura1 educat1on Furthermore, the students encounter

J?,.*-".i >
'\1 - Jdeas\ﬁhdsexperzences tﬁat are qu1te c]oseTy related to the1r 1deas and ex—

‘-6-.

per1ences Accord1ng to Monp1s (1977) br1dg1ng th1s potent1a1 gap 1s essefn- .

: t1aI to understand1ng other cu]tureg The students\act1ve1y part1c1pate 1n
important features of a var1ety of cu]tures and are ethnically 1ntegrated

( Wm11e part1c1pat1ng in t/ese cu1tures These Iwo features of the Peop]é’
<3 n 'f ‘
Place experience seem to combine to make some impact on the attitudes of .

“the children. P

. The genera1 conclusion of this study is that invo]ving culturally mixed

]ementary schoo] ch11dren in multicultural instruction will result in favor-

ab]e change 1n°degree of acceptance of one another, at least on a short- term

basis. ' .
i . B ”
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